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DETAILED ACTION 

This is the First Office Action in response to the above identified patent 
application filed on April 8, 2004. 

Claim Objections 

1 . Claim? is objected to because of the following informalities: The application 
contains 2 claims numbered as claim 7. The last claim must be changed to -8--. For 
the purpose of examination, the last claim will be treated as claim 8. Appropriate 
correction is required. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hutchinson (USP 2,021,363). 

Hutchinson discloses an auger device having an auger shaft (S), an auger tray 
(T), a top plate (11), and a bearing device connected to the top plate for supporting the 
auger, the bearing device having a U-bolt (20) having an arch and two threaded legs 
extending from opposite ends of the arch, the threaded legs being adapted for 
attachment to a bearing mounting plate; a strap (16) integrally formed with the top plate. 
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the strap having an upper surface and a lower surface, and having openings defined 
therein aligned with the threaded legs of the U-bolt, the strap being removably disposed 
on the threaded legs; a lubrication pad (18) attached to the lower surface of the strap; 
and a lubrication strip (17 attached to the arch of the U-bolt; whereby the U-bolt is 
attachable to the bearing mounting plate and with the lubrication strip and the lubrication 
pad bearing on diametrically opposite sides of a shaft. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 1 and 3-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Cardwell (USP 3,112,963) or Benzon et al. (USP 3,730,332) in view of Bilderback 
etal. (USP 1,999,230). 

Cardwell and Benzon et al. disclose an auger device having an auger shaft, an 
auger tray, a top plate, and a bearing device connected to the top plate for supporting 
the auger. 

Neither Cardwell nor Benzon et al. discloses the configuration of the bearing 
device as having the claimed features, however it was known in the art to provide an 
auger bearing as claimed. Figure 1 of Bilderback et al. teaches a bearing arrangement 
having a U-bolt (6) having an arch and two threaded legs extending from opposite ends 
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of the arch, the threaded legs being adapted for attachment to a bearing mounting plate 
(1); a strap (2) having an upper surface and a lower surface, and having openings 
defined therein aligned with the threaded legs of the U-bolt, the strap being removably 
disposed on the threaded legs; a lubrication pad (3) attached to the lower surface of the 
strap; and a lubrication strip (4) attached to the arch of the U-bolt; whereby the U-bolt is 
attachable to the bearing mounting plate and with the lubrication strip and the lubrication 
pad bearing on diametrically opposite sides of a shaft. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to support the auger shaft of either one of Cardwell or Benzon et al. 
with the bearing device of Bilderback et al., motivation being to provide a simple and 
secure means for supporting the auger shaft. 

With respect to claim 3, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify the cross sectional shape of the U-bolt 
since applicant has not disclosed the importance of the claimed feature and it appears 
the U-bolt in the prior art works equally well. 

With respect to claims 4-5, It would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to form the bearing materials of self- 
lubricating plastics, such as PTFE, since it has been held to be within the general skill of 
a worker in the art to select a known material on the basis of its suitability for the 
intended use as a matter of obvious design choice. In re Leshin, 125 USPQ 416. 
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With respect to claim 6, it was well known in the art to provide a spacer, such as 
a shim, for positioning a first machine component with respect to a second machine 
component. 

With respect to claim 8, the prior art references do not disclose providing a 
second bearing device adjacent a failed bearing device, however the claim method 
would have been within the skill of one in the art. 

Alternatively, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to provide a second bearing device adjacent a failed 
bearing device for supporting the auger, since it has been held that mere duplication of 
the essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in the art. St. Regis 
Paper Co. V. Bemis Co., 193 USPQ 8. 

6. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Cardwell (USP 3,1 12,963) or Benzon et al. (USP 3.730,332) in view of Japanese 
Reference 9-296881 (JP '881) 

Cardwell and Benzon et al. disclose an auger device having an auger shaft, an 
auger tray, a top plate, and a bearing device connected to the top plate for supporting 
the auger. 

JP '881 teaches a hanger device having a U-bolt (2A,22) having an arch and two 
threaded legs extending from opposite ends of the arch, the threaded legs being 
adapted for attachment to a bearing mounting plate (9,25); a strap (1 1 ,28) having an 
upper surface and a lower surface, and having openings defined therein aligned with 
the threaded legs of the U-bolt, the strap being removably disposed on the threaded 
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legs; a lubrication pad (10,27) attached to the lower surface of the strap; and a 
lubrication strip (3A,24) attached to the arch of the U-bolt; whereby the U-bolt is 
attachable to the bearing mounting plate and with the lubrication strip and the lubrication 
pad bearing on diametrically opposite sides of a shaft. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to support the auger shaft of either one of Cardwell or Benzon et al. 
with the hanger device of JP '881, motivation being to provide a simple and secure 
means for supporting the auger shaft. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Note the bearing device of Olsen ('235), Weiss ('969), Kozak et 
al. ('201), Downey ('341), and Keller et al. ('372). 

Any Inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William C. Joyce whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7107. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 7:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard Ridley can be reached on (571) 272-6917. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomiation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




